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tate in determining to send them supplies to the utmost extent of our
abilities, but the state of our finances obliged us to
attempt some new mode by which we might afford
relief to them without an immediate drain which our
treasury, pressed by bills and demands from all parts of India, could not
bear.
31.    For this purpose we published an advertisement inviting propo-
sals for delivering at Fort Marlborough 50,000 Spanish dollars before the
3ist of December, and the like sum before the gist
Consultation 14111 of March, the amount to be issued in Patna ophium
the produce of the present season, and we determined
to take such precaution as should ensure the supply being made in actual
specie to preclude any disappointment on that account.
32.    None of the proposals we received in consequence were entirely
Consultation igth      satisfactory, but the necessity of making a remittance
July.                         of specie induced us to accept those which we deemed
most advantageous.
33.    We  accordingly  contracted  with   Mr.  John  Ferguson  for  the
delivery of 40,000 dollars before the first period men-
Consultation igth      tioned in our advertizement, and with Captain Dixon
for the delivery of 10,000 dollars before the 3ist of
March, under a penalty from each in case of failure of double the value.
34.    Mr. Ferguson afterwards proposed, in order to meet our desire
of making as early a remittance as possible, to pay the whole amount
of his contract in bullion into our treasury here before the ist of Septem-
ber and deposit a policy of insurance against all risks made at his expence,
and assigned to us instead of giving the security required and sending it
from hence on his own account.
*
35.    As the Presidency of Fort Marlborough had particularly recom-
mended to us to send such specie as we could spare in rupees of the
peculiar currency of that place this proposal not only afforded us an
opportunity of complying in that respect with their
Consultation gist wishes but seemed to make the remittance at once more
secure and more expeditious. We therefore agreed to
accept of the bullion as tendered by Mr. Ferguson in fulfillment of his
contract, which we shall coin into the specie required and dispatch to Fort
Marlborough on the Intelligence, a coppered vessel, the property of the
Company.
36.    The rest of the supplies in bills, specie, ophium and goods to
the extent of 2 lacks of rupees will be dispatched by the earliest oppor-
tunity, and we shall continue to accept such bills as are drawn on us by
that Presidency.
37.    We are happy that these measures have anticipated your com-
mands received per Mansfield.   You may be assured that our unremitting